) 



IN THE UNITED STATUS PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the Application of: 

Marie R. Schroeder 
Serial No.: 09/819,040 
Filed: August 23, 2001 

For: 



Assembly For Dispensing Packaged 
Adhesive-Sided Articles 



Atty. Docket No.: 006366.00080 

Group Art Unit: 1771 
Examiner K. Lewis 



PETITION TO WITH DRAW AN ERRONEOUS NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The Commissioner is hereby petitioned under 37 CJP.R. § 1.181 for withdrawal of an 
erroneous holding of abandonment of the application referenced above. We believe no fee is due 
in connection with this petition. If a fee is due, please charge Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 

In the facts set form below, it is clear mat the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) mailed an Office Action for the above-identified patent application to an incorrect 
correspondence address. The USPTO also, after learning of their original mailing error, mailed a 
Notice of Abandonment relating to the above-identified application to the same wrong 
correspondence address. These acts of the USPTO have required the filing of this Petition. 
Statement of the Facts 

1 . On October 10, 2001, the undersigned attorney filed a Revocation and Power of 
Attorney with the USPTO for the above-referenced patent application. In this Revocation and 
Power of Attorney, the USPTO was directed to send all correspondence regarding this patent 



application to Banner & Witcoff; Ltd, 1001 G Street, N.W., Eleventh Floor, Washington, DC 
20001 . A copy of the filed Revocation and Power of Attorney and a stamped postcard showing 
the receipt thereof by the USPTO on October 10, 2001 are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 . 

2. An Office Action was apparently issued by the USPTO in the above-identified 
patent application during May 2003. This Office Action was not mailed to Banner & Witcoff at 
the above-mentioned corespondence address. Rather, it was mailed by the USPTO to the 
inventor. 

3. In December 2003, the undersigned was contacted by Examiner Lewis to 
determine if a Response had been filed by the undersigned to the May 2003 Office Action issued 
by the USPTO. 

4. Upon being contacted by the Examiner, the undersigned thoroughly searched the 
file jacket and docket records of Banner & Witcoff and found no indication that an Office Action 
had ever been received by Banner & Witcoff. 

5. After concluding the above-mentioned search of the file and docket records of 
Banner & Witcoff the undersigned called Examiner Lewis to advise her that the Office Action in 
question had never been received by Banner & Witcoff. Examiner Lewis determined that the 
Office Action in question was mailed directly to the inventor and not to the undersigned attorney. 
It was also determined that the Revocation and Power of Attorney filed on October 10, 2001 had 
been received by the USPTO, but not fully entered by the USPTO. 

6. The inventor did not notify any attorney of Banner & Witcoff or the Assignee of 
the receipt of the Office Action. Therefore, the undersigned had no knowledge of the fact that 
the May 2003 Office Action had been issued by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and that a 
response was due. The first knowledge of the Office Action by any attorney of Banner & 
Witcoff or the Assignee was when the undersigned was informed of the same by Examiner 
Lewis. 
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7. Despite being advised of the proper correspondence address for the subject 
application and the facts set forth above, the USPTO erroneously mailed a Notice of 
Abandonment in the subject application to the inventor in contradiction of 37 C.F.R. §1.33. No 
attorney of Banner & Witcoff or the Assignee was informed of the mailing of the Notice of 
Abandonment. 

8. On May 6, 2004, the undersigned contacted Examiner Lewis and left a message 
on her voicemail asking about the status of the subject application and when a copy of the 
originally issued Office Action could be expected by the undersigned. 

9. On May 7, 2004, the undersigned was first informed of the mailing of the Notice 
of Abandonment by Examiner Lewis. This was the first , date that an attorney of Banner & 
Witcoff or the Assignee learned of the mailing of a Notice of Abandonment. 

10. On May 7, 2004, Examiner Lewis informed the undersigned that filing the subject 
Petition To Withdraw An Erroneous Notice of Abandonment was necessary. 

Pursuant to 37 CF.R. §1.33, the USPTO is to direct all notices, official letters and other 
communications relating to an application to the correspondence address filed in the application. 
As set forth in the facts above, a correspondence address for Banner & Witcoff was filed with the 
USPTO before the issuance of the Office Action that resulted in the erroneous issuance of a 
Notice of Abandonment in the subject application. Therefore, the mailing of the Office Action 
to the inventor was an error on the part of the USPTO. Similarly, the mailing of the Notice of 
Abandonment to the inventor was an error on the part of the USPTO. 

The erroneous holding of abandonment should be immediately withdrawn for at least the 
following reasons: (1) the USPTO erred by mailing the Office Action in the subject application 
to the wrong correspondence address; (2) the USPTO should have remailed the Office Action 
and restarted the period for response because the Examiner learned of the mailing error of the 
Office Action before the Notice of Abandonment was issued; and (3) the Notice of 
Abandonment was mailed to the wrong correspondence address after the Examiner was made 
aware of the correct correspondence address for the application. 
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In view of the above stated facts, the Commissioner is hereby requested to withdraw the 
holding of abandonment based on a failure to receive the Office Action, and that a new Office 
Action be issued resetting the time period for responding thereto. 



BANNER & WTTCOFF, LTD. 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
11* Floor 

Washington, D.C. 2001 . 

(202) 824-3000 (general office line) 
(202) 824-3248 (direct line for Mr. Hanlon) 
(202) 824-3001 (office fax line) 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: s/tf/oy 




Brian E. Hanlon 
Registration No. 40,449 
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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 



Mark SCHROEDER 

Serial No. 09/819,040 
Filed: April 23, 2001 

Divisional of U.S. Patent 6,225,522 
Issued: May 1, 2001 

For: Assembly For Dispensing 
Packaged Adhesive-Sided Articles 



Examiner: Kim M. Lee 
Group Art Unit: 3764 

Attorney Docket No.: 04993.00080 



REVOCATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

The undersigned, an official empowered to act on behalf of GMP Surgical Solutions II, Inc., the 
owner of the entire right, title and interest in and to the above-identified patent application by virtue of 
an Assignment, recorded in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on January 24, 2001, Reel 01 1488; 
Frame 0474, hereby revokes all previous powers of attorney and hereby appoints the following 
attorneys/agents of the firm Banner & Witcoff, Ltd., (Customer No. 22907) having an address of 1001 
G Street, N.W., Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20001, a telephone number of (202) 508-9100, and a 
facsimile number of (202) 508-9299, as attorneys to prosecute this application and to transact all 
business in the Patent and Trademark Office in connection therewith, and with the resulting patent: 



EXHIBIT 1 



ALTHERR, Robert F. 31,810 

BANNER, Donald W, 17,037 

BANNER, Marie T. 29,888 

BANNER, Pamela L 33,644 

BECKER, Matthew P. 45,824 

BECKETT, William W. 18,262 

BERGHAMMER, Joseph J. 46,057 

BODNBR, Jordan 42,338 

BUROW,ScottA. 42^73 

CALLAHAN, James V. 20,095 

CHANG, Steve S 42,402 

COHAN, Gregory J. 40,959 

COOFERMAN, Marc S. 34,143 

CURTtN, Joseph P. 34,571 

DAVID, Michael 44,642 

DeMOOR,Uural 39,654 

EVANS, Thomas L 35,805 

FEDOROCHKO, Gary D. 35,509 

FERGUSON, Catherine A- 40,877 

FICKLER, Dcbm A. 46,699 

FISHER, William J. 32,133 

GLEMBOCKI, Christopher R. 38,800 



HANLON, Brian E. 40,449 

HEMMENDINGER, Lisa M. 42,653 

HONG, Patricia E. 34,373 

HOSCHErr.DateH. 19.090 

HYMEL.linJ. 45,414 

IWANICKI, John P. 34,628 

JACKSON, Thomas R 29,808 

KAGAN, Sarah A. 32,141 

KATZ, RobcrtS. 36,402 

KLEIN, William J. 43,719 

LXNEK, Ernest V. 29,822 

MALONE, Dale A. 32,155 

MAPLE, Marie-Claire B. 37,588 

MAY, Steven A. 44,912 . 

McDERMOTT, Peter D. 29,41 1 

McKEE, Christopher L 32^84 

McKIB, Edward F. 17,335 

MEDLOCK, Nina L. 29,673 

MEECE, Timothy C 38,553 

MEEKER, Frederic M.. 35,282 

MILLER, Charles L 43,805 

MTTRIUS, Janice V. 43,808 



MORENO, Christopher P. 38,566 

MOTTLEY, Darrell O. 42,9 12 

NELSON, Jon O. 24,566 

NTJSGOWSKI, James A. 28,33 1 

PATEL, Binal J. 42,065 

PATHAK, Ajay S. 38,266 

PETERSON, Thomas I* 30,969 

POTENZA, Joseph M. 28,175 

PRATT, Thomas K. 37,210 

RENK, Christopher J. 33,761 

RESIS, Robert R 32,168 

RJVARD,PaulM. 43,446 

ROBINSON, Douglas W. 32,75 1 

SCHAD, Steven P. 32,550 

SHIFLEY, Charles W. 28,042 

SHULL, Jason 47,085 

SKERPON, Joseph M. 29,864 

VAN ES, J. Pictcr 37,746 

WTTCOFF, Sheldon W. 17,399 

WOLFFE, Franklin D. 19,724 

WOLFFE, Susan A. 33,568 

WRIGHT, Bradley C. 38,061 



Please direct all future correspondence regarding the subject application to: 



Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. 
1001 G Street, KW. 
Eleventh Floor 

Washington, D.C 20001-4597 



GMP Surgical Solutions II, Inc. 



9/25/01 
Date 




PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: ) 
Mark R. Schroeder ) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Applicants submit the accompanying Application Data Sheet for filing in the above 
subject application. 

If any fees are due, please charge our Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 



Application No. 09/819,040 



Group Art Unit: 1771 



Filed* August 23, 2001 



Examiner: K. Lewis 



For: Assembly For Dispensing Packaged 
Adhesive-Sided Articles 



Attorney Docket: 006366.00080 



SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION DATA SHEET 



Respectfully submitted, 




Brian E, Hanlon 
Registration No. 40,449 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
1001 G Street, N.W. 11 th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001 



Dated: i jzXt/o 1 / 



Application Data Sheet 



Application Information 



Application number:: 
Filing Date:: 

Application Type:: 

Subject Matter:: 

Suggested classification:: 

Suggested Group Art Unit:: 

CD-ROM or CD-R?:: 



09/819,040 
04/23/01 
Regular 
Utility 



None 



Number of CD disks- 
Number of copies of CDs:: 
Sequence submission?:: 
Computer Readable Form (CRF)?:: 
Number of copies of CRF:: 

Title:: Assembly For Dispensing Packaged Adhesive 



Sided Articles 



Attorney Docket Number:: 
Request for Early Publication?:: 
Request for Non-Publication?:: 
Suggested Drawing Figure:: 
Total Drawing Sheets:: 
Small Entity?:: 
Latin name:: 

Variety denomination name:: 

Petition included?:: 

Petition Type:: 

Licensed US Govt. Agency:: 

Contract or Grant Numbers:: 

Secrecy Order in Parent AppL?:: 



006366.00080 



NO 



NO 
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NO 



NO 



NO 



1 Initial 01/23/04 



Applicant Information 



Applicant Authority Type:: Inventor 

Primary Citizenship Country:: US 

Status:: Full Capacity 

Given Name:: Mark 

Middle Name:: R. 

Family Name:: Schroeder 
Name Suffix:: 

City of Residence:: Houston 

State or Province of Residence:: Texas 

Country of Residence:: US 

Street of mailing address:: 47 Hilbury 

City of mailing address:: Houston 
State or Province of mailing address:: Texas 

Country of mailing address:: US 
Postal or Zip Code of mailing address:: 77024 



Applicant Authority Type:: Inventor 
Primary Citizenship Country:: 
Status:: Full Capacity 

Given Name:: 
Middle Name- 
Family Name- 
Name Suffix- 
City of Residence- 
State or Province of Residence- 
Country of Residence- 
Street of mailing address:: 
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City of mailing address:: 

State or Province of mailing address;: 

Country of mailing address:: 

Postal or Zip Code of mailing address- 



Given Name:: 
Middle Name- 
Family Name:: 
Name Suffix- 
City of Residence:: 
State or Province of Residence- 
Country of Residence- 
Street of mailing address- 
City of mailing address- 
State or Province of mailing address- 
Country of mailing address- 
Postal or Zip Code of mailing address:: 

Correspondence Information 

Correspondence Customer Number: 22907 

Representative Information 

Representative Customer Number:: 22907 



Applicant Authority Type- 
Primary Citizenship Country- 
Status:: 



Full Capacity 



Inventor 
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Domestic Priority Information 



Application:: 


Continuity Type- 


Parent Application:: 


Parent Filing Date:: 


This Application 


Division of 


09/589,386 

Now USP 6,225,522 


06/07/00 


09/589,386 


Division of 


09/206,885 

Now USP 6,124,522 


12/08/98 


09/206,885 


Non-Provisional of 


60/109,701 


11/24/98 



Foreign Priority Information 



Country:: 


Application number:: 


Filing Date:: 


Priority Claimed:; 



























Assignee Information 

Assignee name:: 

Street of mailing address:: 

City of mailing address:: 
State or Province of mailing address- 
Country of mailing address- 
Postal or Zip Code of mailing address: 



ASO Corporation 

300 Sarasota Center Blvd. 

Sarasota 

Florida 

US 

34240 
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FonnPTO-1595 RECC RATION FORM COVER SHEET ' t s. department of commerce 

(Rev! 10/02) J U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
OMB No. 0651-0027 (exp. 6/30/2005) PATENTS ONLY 

Tab settings t^c>c>^r^ w 


To the Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks: Please Record the attached original documents or copy thereof. 


1. Name of conveying partyfres): 
GMP/SURGICAL SOLUTIONS II, INC. 

Additional name of conveying partyO'es) attached? □ Yes □ No 


2. Name and address of receiving party(ies) 
Name: ASO Corporation 


Internal Address: 






3. Nature of conveyance: 

El Assignment D Merger 

□ Security Agreement □ Change of Name 

□ Other 

Execution Date: Mav 30. 2003 


Street Address: 300 Sarasota Center Blvd. 




City: Sarasota State: FL ' Zip: 34240 
Additional Name(s) & address(es) attached? □ Yes El No 


4. Application numbers) or patent number(s): 

If this document is being filed together with a new application 
A. Patent Application No. (s) 

09/819,040 

10/126,970 

60/285,237 

60/109,701 

Additional numbers atta 


. the execution date of the aDDlication is: 
B. Patent No.(s) 
5,511,689 
6,124,522 
6,225,522 

ched? □ Yes El No 


5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence 
concerning this document should be maiied: 

Name: Brian E. Hanlon 


6. Total number of applications and patents involved: 0 


7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41 ) $280 


Internal Address: Banner & Witcoff. Ltd. 


□ Enclosed 

El Authorized to be charged to deposit account 




8. Deposit account number 
19-0733 


Street Address: 1001 G Street, N.W. 

Eleventh Floor 


City: Washington, D.C. State: Zip: 20001 


(Attach duplicate copy of this page if paying by deposit account) 


DO NOT USE THIS SPACE 


9. Statement and signature. 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the foregoing information is true and correct and any attached copy 
is a true copy of the original document S3 * f ni / ,i 1 ~, / ~> 

Name of Person Signing" ' Signature ' Date 

Total number of pages including cover sheet, attachments, and documents: (4( 



Malt documents to be recorded with required cover sheet information to: 
Mail Stop Assignment, Recordation Services, Director of the US Patent and Trademark Office, 
PO Box 1 450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 



STATE OF FLORIDA 



NOTARY AFFIDAVIT 



COUNTY OF SARASOTA 




, being a resident and 



Notary Public for the State of Florida, do hereby attest the attached document, 
entitled "Patent Assignment" and labeled as Exhibit C, is part of the original 
Asset Purchase Agreement, dated the 8 th day of May 2003 between GMP 
Surgical Solutions, II, Inc. & GMP Companies, Inc. AND Aso Corporation; said 
attachment is a true representation of the original; said original being in the 
possession of Aso Corporation at 300 Sarasota Center Boulevard, Sarasota, 
Florida 34240. 

, ATTESTED TO AND SIGNED this fc/i day of October, 2003. 





(SEAL) 



PATENT ASSIGNMENT 



WHEREAS, GMP(SURGICAL SOLUTIONS II, INC., a Delaware corporation, with offices 
located at One East Broward Boulevard, Suite 1701,' Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301, for good and 
valuable consideration received from ASO CORPORATION, a Florida corporation, having its 
principal place of business located at 300 Sarasota Center Blvd. Sarasota, EL 34240, the receipt of 
which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby sell, assign and transfer unto ASO 
CORPORATION, its successors and assigns, the entire right, title and interest for the United 
States of America and all foreign countries including all rights of priority under the International 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property in certain inventions or improvements set 
forth on Appendix A attached hereto and made a part hereof , and in all Letters Patent of the 
United States and all foreign countries which may or shall b^granted on said invention(s), orjany _ 
part thereof, or on said application^), or * any divisional, continuing, reissue or otfier 
application(s) based in whole or in part thereon. And GMP|SURGICAL SOLUTIONS H, 
INC. agrees, for itself and its successors and assigns, with ASO CORPORATION, its 
successors and assigns, but at ASO CORPORATION'S expense or their expense and charges, 
hereafter to execute all applications, amended specifications, deeds or other instruments, and to 
do all acts necessary or proper to secure the grant of Letters Patent in the United States and in all 
other countries to said ASO CORPORATION, with specifications and claims in such form as 
shall be approved by the counsel of said ASO CORPORATION and to vest and confirm in said 
ASO CORPORATION, its successors and assigns, the legal title to all such patents set forth on 
Appendix A attached hereto. /* : 

And GMP[SURGICAL SOLUTIONS H, INC. does hereby authorize and request the 
Commissioner of Patents and Technology of the United States to issue such Letters Patent as 
shall be granted upon the applications set forth on Appendix A attached hereto to ASO 
CORPORATION, its successors and assigns. ' 

WITNESS my hand this 30th day of May, 2003. 



State of Florida ) 
County of Broward ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 30th day of 
May, 2003, by Matthew Likens, as Executive Vice President of GMP|SurgicaI Solutions II, Inc., 
who is personally known to me. / 



GMP|SURGICAL SOLUTIONS H, INC. 




Matthew Likens 
Executive Vice President 




My Commission Expires: 




Appendix A 



Title 

Assembly for Dispensing Packaged 
Adhesive-Sided Articles 


Country 

United 

States 


Patent/Ser. No. 

09/£19,040 

-Ml s 


Filing Date 
4/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive-Sided Articles 
to Allow Ctae-Handed Application 


United 
States 


60/109,701 


11/24/1998 


Packaging for Adhesive-Sided Articles 
to Allow One-Handed Application 


United 
Sutes 


6,124,522 
09/206,885 


12/8/1998 


Assembly for dispensing Packaged 
Adhesive-Sided Articles [ 


United 
States 


6,225,522 
09/589,386 


6/7/2000 


Dispensing Device for Adhesive Backed 
Articles 


United 
States 


5,511,689: 
422.078 i 


4/20/1995 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


PCT - 


PCMJS99/26298 


11/15/99 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Israel 


143291 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Australia 


16107/00 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Japan 


2000-583464 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Korea 


2001-7006509 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Norway 


20012535 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Canada 


2,352,151 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


China 


99815836.4 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


EPO 


99958821.3 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


New 
Zealand 


511857 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Mexico 


PA/a/2001/005205 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


BraaS 


P19915598.2 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Indonesia 


W-00200101385 


5/23/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Turkey 


2001/1477 


5/24/2001 


Packaging for Adhesive Bandage to 
Allow One-Handed Operation 


Singapore 


200103089.9. 


5/25/2001 


Dispenser for Adhesive-Backed Articles 


United 
States 


60/285,237 


4/23/01 


Dispenser For Adhesive-Backed 
Articles 


United 
States 


10/126,970 


4/22/2002 
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